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Background:

We have received more inquiries regarding the California Basic Education
Skills Test (CBEST) than any issue in recent memory. Who has to take the
test? When, where and how will the test be administered? How does the
test impact on the reciprocity contract? The purposes of this coded
correspondence are: ’

8 to provide answers to many of the questions we have been asked over
the past several months;

® to provide general information on such issues as test content, test
scoring, where to write or phone for additional test information,
location of test sites, and dates of test administration.

The answers provided in this coded correspondence are based on our present
interpretation of the proposed Title 5 Regulation. The proposed Title 5
Regulation was sent to you in coded correspondence 82-8306 UPDATE, of
October 13, 1982, with notice of a Public Hearing set for 1:30 p.m. on
December 2, 1982. The Public Hearing will be a part of the Commission's
December meeting that will be held at the Mansion Inm, l6th and "H"
Streets, in Sacramento.

In this correspondence, each of the nine subsections of the probosed
Title 5 Regulation is boxed for purposes of identification and clarlty
and followed by questions and answers pertlnent to the specific subsectlon.



'80071.4 (a) After January'3] 1983, every applicant for credential, permit,

PROPOSED TITLE 5 REGULATION

certificate, supplementary authorization or added authorization, that Fas not .

been awarded previously, or for the renewal of an emergency credent1a1 shall

be required to have obtained a passing score on the California Basic Educational

Skills Test (CBEST). The requirement does not apply for upgrading a credential

from preliminary to clear or clear to life.

1. Question - What does the phrase "issue initially any credential, permit,

certificate, supplementary authorization, or added authorization" mean? -

Answer - As specified in the proposed Title 5 Regulations cited above, this
means the Commission's action to issue an authorization the person did not
previously hold. See list on page & for specific examples.

. Question - Will CBEST be required for someone who meets reciprocity requirements?

Answer - Yes. Before being issued a credential under reciprocity, the applicant
must pass CBESI. Because CBEST is not considered an academic requarement this
18 in accordance with our reciprocity contract.

Question - How does the Commission plan to 1mp1ement the phrase "or for the
renewal of an emergency credent1a1"?

Answer - The initial issuance or renewal of any emergency credential or permzt
after 1-31-83 will requw’e the applicant to take and pass f;he CBEST. ‘

. Question - Does the date "after January 31, 1983" apply to the fee date, the

filing date, the completion date of the program or the issuance date of the
credent1a1? _ _

Answer - The issuance date of the credential. (Please be aware that because of
the revision of Title 5, Section 80440 concerning dating regulations, any appli-
cation not submitted to CIPL within six months of the filing date will have an
i1ssuance date determined by CTPL's fee date.) .

. Question - Given the requirement that all applicants for an emergency credential

or permit take and pass the CBEST; and given SB 1740, that requires, for
Emergency Credentials, a baccalaureate degree or a declaration of insufficient
qualified personnel by the governing board of the district, how are county .
offices to handle the renewal of the emergency credentials for 30-day substitute
teaching?

Answer - The counties can continue to issue the 30-day substitute teaching
credentials. They will need to submit with each 41-SUB application document:

" a. items specified in Title 5, Section 80025 (c)

b. verification that the individual has passed CBEST

c. verification that the individual holds a baccalaureate degree, or -
that the individual has 90 semester units and a declaration from the
governing board of the district stating that there is an tnsuffbcaent _
number of qualified ccmdzdates , .

More detailed correspondence regarding this waZZ be included with orders for

41-SUB applications. -



6. Question - Can the Certificate of Clearance be issued before CBEST is passed?
' Answer - Yes. This decision was made at the November, 1982 Commission meetmg

7. Quest1on - Can you give me specific examp1es of which app11cants are requ1red
to take the CBEST?

Answer - See following chart.

_ IS THE APPLICANT
: ' : REQ'D TO TAKE &
ON/AFTER 2-1-83 L CREDENTIAL HELD PRIOR TO | PASS THE CBEST
APPLICANT FOR: : _ | 2-1-83BY THE APPLICANT. VES HO
(1) PrP11m1hary hu]tinQ oLbJeCL or | None X
Single Subject Credential . .
{2) Clear Hultiple Subject or . None. ' X
Single Subject Credential T
(3) Clear #ultiple Subject or Preliminary Multiple Sub- X
Single Subject Credential ject or Single Subject
, Credential
(4) Life Multiple or Single Clear Multiple or - X
Subject Credentia] _ Single Subject Credential ,
’ (5) Certificate of Clearance 1 None : ' . o X
. (6) Ir.’rwnship (Teaching) Credential | KNone ' )
- 1(7) Inbernsh1n (ﬁdm1n1%1rab1on) Basic teaching, or hea]th_ X
‘ Credential . services, or library :
servﬁces, or designated
» _ subject with B.A.
(8) Administrative Services Cred. ‘| o Internship credential - | X
0 Basic teaching, health, X
11brary, clinical rehab
services, or designated °
subjects with a B.A.
(9) Supplementary Authorization Single Subject ‘ X
{(10) Supplementary Authorizatior Multiple Subject ‘ X
(11) Single Subject (English) Single Subject {Social Sci)
[This exampie applics to all 16 s statuteory Singie Subjects] ,
(12) Adding a mi inor to a partial Partial Standard Secondary X
standard secondary :
{13) Adapted Physical Education Basic teaching credential X
that authorizes the teach~-
‘ ing of physical education
' (14) Lilingual Ce ruﬁcg.,e of Basic teaching credential X
Competence




-

) ' IS THE APPLICAHT REQ'D
CREDENTIAL NOW HELD TO TAKE & PASS Thc CEESHF

EPPLICAMT FOR: . ' BY THE APPLICAKT _ YES NO

(15) Resource Specialist Certificate | Specia? Education X ’ '
of Crmpetence . :

(16) Library Services Credential - Basic Teaching Cred. X

(17) Special Instruction Credential | Basic Teaching Cred. | X

(special education, bilingual
early childhood education,
agriculture, mathematics,
health services or reading)

(18) Health Services (school nurse) None - ’ . X
(19) Health Services (school nurse) Preliminary health
. ' Services (school nurse) : X
(20) School Psychology Pupil Personne] Serv.
(21) Pupil Personnel Services None
(22) Renewal of Provisional o "Provisional Children's R
Children's Center Permit Center Permit , : X
(23) Pre11m1nary or Clear Multiple - Energency Long-term - X
fTJECt . Multiple Subjects

he example app11es to all 8 emT“gency documents]

(24) Administrative Services (kv Administrative Services{ X
- recommendation) (by examination)
(25) Preliminary Multiple/Single - Partial Standard ’ X

Subject ‘ Elementary/Secondary

: ' that was allowed to
lapse and renewal re-
.quirements weren't met -

(26) Limited Adult Education in Ryan Designated Subjects| X
writing (same academic authori- Adult Education, part-
© zation) - time in writing
(27) Regular Adult Education in Ryan Designated Sub- o ' X
Social Science (same academic jects, Adult Education,
authorization) Full-time in Social
Science
(28) Regular Adult Educétion in Ryan Designated Sub- X
‘Physical Science (different/ - jects Adult Education,

broader academic authorization) Full-time in chemistry.

(29) Clear Learning Handicapped- ' Expifed preliminary | X
: : Learning Handicapped '

(30) Clear Learning Handicapped Expired preliminary ' X

Learning Handicapped . i
plus current or expired
Emergency Learning
Hand1icapped

4 - - ou



180071.4 (b) Pursuant to Education Code Section 44252(b) (1) (2), applicants

PROPOSED TITLE 5 REGULATION

for the following credentials are exempt from this requirement:

(1) a credential to be issued solely for teaching adults in an apprenticeship
program; and o

(2) a credential for an adult education designated subject other than an
academic subject.

T. Question - Education Code 44252(b) gives the Commission the option to exempt
~ the above population from the CBEST requirement. Is the Commission going to
exercise this option? -

Answer - Yes. Applicants for the Designated Subjects Adult Education Credential
authorizing the teaching of adults in an apprenticeship program, and applicants

for the Designated Subjects Adult Education credential authorizing the teaching

of non-academic subjects are exempt from CBEST.

2. Question - Does an application for a credential to be issued so1e1y for teaching
~adults in an apprenticeship program need to include information not required for
other adult education credential applications? ~

Answer - Yes, the application will need to include a letter verifying the
assignment from the Apprenticeship Standards Division of the Department of
Industrial Relations. The division headquarters is at 525 Golden Gate Avenue,
San Francisco, CA 94101, (415) 447-1700 and there are numerous field offices
throughout -the state .

. Question - For proposed Title 5 Section 80071.4 (b) (2), which of the subjects
- listed on regular adult education credentials are considered "other than
academic"? :

-3

Answer - Academic subjects shall include but nct be limited to: basic education,
English, mathematics, social science, physical science and life science.
Examples of '"other than academic subjects' are arts and crafts, business
education, communications, health and safety, health oceupation, home

economics, parent education, public administration, vocational training.

PROPOSED TITLE 5 REGULATION
80071.4 (c) Pursuant to Education Code Section 44252(b) (3), applicants who are

credentialed or can meet the requirements for a credential in another state and.
apply to the Commission after January 31, 1983 and before July 1, 1984 will be

issued a one year non-renewable emergency credential unti] they have passed

the CBEST. This credential will, however, be issued only upon receipt of written

- verification from a district that the individual is an applicant for employment

and has passed the Basic Skills Proficiency Test developed by the district.

1. Question - Education Code Section 44252 (b) (3) only refers to teaching .
credentials. Is the one-year nonrenewable emergency (OYNRE) credential
available for teaching and service credentials?.

Answer - Title 5 Section 80071.4 as proposed, allows the OYNRE for all types
of teaching and service credentials. . '

-5 -



10.

. Question - Under what conditions will a person credentialed in-another state

be issued a one-year nonrenewable emergency (OYNRE) credential?

Answer - The applicant must have met the following conditions to qualify for -
the one-year nonrenewable emergency credential:

a. Completed an out-of-state approved professional preparation progrdm for
a credential comparable to the requested California credential;

"b. Completed all other minimum requirements for this type of credential; and

c. Passed a basic skills test developed and administered by the employing district.

. Question - Does the individual have to have a program out-of—state or just

hold and/or qualify for a credential out-of-state?

Answer - These individuals also must have completed their professional education
program, or its equivalent, outside of Califormia.

. Question - W111 applicants from reciprocity states be treated d1fferent1y than

applicants from non-reciprocity states? -

Answer - Not in terms of issuance of the OYNRE credential. Both populations
can receive this credentiql, and will have to pass CBEST to obtain the preliminary
or clear credential.

. Quest1on - Does the out of-state credential have to authorize the same area as

the OYNRE credent]a]? ‘ _ : .

Answer - Yes. The out-of-state and OYNRE credential authorazatzons must be

basically the same.

. Question - Does the out-of-state credential have to be currently valid?

Answer - No, 1t does not.

. Question - Will the OYNRE credent1a1 be available to pub11c1y funded private

schools, head start, CYA, state hospitals . . .?

Answer - Yes, the OYNRE credential will be an option available to any Caszbrnza
empZoyer who by law must employ certificated personnel.

. Question - Will these OYNRE credent1a]s expire on June 30th and January 31st?

Answer - No. The OYNRE credentzals will be valid to the first of the following
month, one fuZZ caZendar year from date of issuance.

. Question - WiTl these OYNRE credentials be restr1cted to the request1ng

school district?

Answer - Yes, because. that specific district has established the need and
administered the district basic skills examination. ' : :

Question - Can an individual change districts on a OYNRE credenfia]?

Answer - Yes, with a release from the old district, an OYNRE credential employment
statement from the new district and the requirved $20.00 fee. The need for taking.
another district basic skills test will be determined by the new employer. The

new document will have the same expiration date as the initial OYNRE credential.

-6 -



11.

Question - For teachers who meet the reciprocity agreement and who receive
a OYNRE Muitiple Subject or Single Subject credential what would they be
eligible for once they pass CBEST?

Answer - They can apply for the 5-year preliminary Multiple Subject or

Single Subject on the bastis of reciprocity. Or, they can apply for the clear
1f they have completed the approved 5th year, substance abuse, mainstreaming
requirements and. have secured the college's recommendation.

12. Question - For those teachers who do not meet the reciprocity agreement and

13.

who receive a OYNRE Multiple Subject or Single Subject credential what would
they be eligible for once they have passed CBEST? :

Answer - They can apply for the one-year preszznary Multiple Subject or Szngle
Subject credential on the basis of their out-of-state program or experience.
When they receive their OYNRE credential, they will also receive an evaluation
letter for the 5 year preliminary. If they pass CBEST and satisfy all the
‘requirements checked on their evaluation letter, they can apply for the &

year preliminary. Taking it one step farther, if they satisfied all academic
requirements plus secured a college's recommendatwon, they could apply for

the clear.

Question - What credential would the Commission issue to an out-of-state applicant
who meets the requirements for an emergency Learning Handicapped credential on
the basis of holding or being eligible for an out-of-state Special Education
'credent1a] but has not yet passed the CBEST?

Answer - The Commission would issue the OYNRE Learning Handicapped credential.

14. Question - For the individual described in question 13 above who received a

OYNRE Learning Handicapped credential, when will the 6 semester units needed for
renewal be required?

Answer - The individual, upon passing the CBEST, will qualify for the initial
issuance of the Learning Handicapped emergency credential. The six semester
units will then be required for the renewal.

- 15. Question - When an applicant needs a credential which requikes a prerequisite

credential, such as the Administrative Services, must he also apply for that
prerequisite credential?

Answer - Yes. Tn this case, the Commission would require 2 applications, 2
OYNRE credential employment statements, 2 fees, plus all other supporting
material. Both documents would be issued as OYNRE credential.

16. Question - What test should the district administer?

The choice of the test is entirely up to the district. The purpose of the test
18 to screen applicants so the one(s) employed will have the best possible
chance of passing CBEST.

PROPOSED TITLE 5 REGULATION

80071.4 (d) Pursuant to Education Code Section 44253, applicants for a vocational

designated subjects credential will be given a one year pre11m1nary or internship

credential until they have passed the CBEST.

1. Question - Which applicants are eligible for the one year preliminary or
internship credential prior to passing the CBEST?
Answer - Only dpplicdnts for the one year preliminary Designated Subjects
Vocational Education credential.
o



2. Question - When will the individual need to pass CBEST?

Answer - For credentialing purposes, the CBEST must be passed before the 4
year extension of the preliminary can be granted.

PROPOSED TITLE 5 REGULATION

80071.4 (e) An applicant for any credential, permit, certificate, or
supplementary authorization shall be required to have passed the CBEST only
once, regardless of the time that has elapsed between the date of passing the
‘test and the date of the application.

1. Question - Must an applicant take and pass the CBEST each time he/she app11es
for an initial authorization?

Answer - No. An individual needs to*pass the CBEST only once.
2. Question - For some of the other examinations, the passing scores must

be used for credentialing purposes within 5 years of the date. the test
is passed. Will this also be true for CBEST?

Answer - No. Once CBEST is passed, the passing score can be used indefinitely.

PROPOSED TITLE 5 REGULATION

80071.4 (f) The Commission will administer this test at least three times in a
calendar year, and at appropriate times during the year so that school district .
and/or county superintendents will be able to identify a 1ist of people qualified
to meet their ordinary needs for substitute teachers.

1. Question - Is the Commission planning to offer CBEST only 3 times a year?

Answer - No. The test is being offered four times this year. It will never be
offéred fewer than three times, and may be bfféred as often as five times a
year in the future. The number of times it is offered in the future will .

- depend on the demand for the test and the funds available to the Commigsion
from the test fees established by Zaw : -

2. Question - Does this mean that superintendents will be given a 1list of
individuals that pass CBEST?

Answer - No, this would not be allowed because of the privacy act. This
section means that the test dates will be established so the results are
sent to the individuals prior to, rather than after, the major hiring
periods during the school year.

PROPOSED TITLE 5 REGULATION

80071.4 (g) The Commission will arrange for a special administration of the
test within ten working days: of receipt of written verification by the local
education agency governing board that the conditions specified below have been met.:

Arrangements for special administrations will not be made unt11 this written veri-

fication has been received.

' (1) Substitutes must be found for at least 25 percent or forty of the teach1ng
staff, whichever is the larger number, at one time.




PROPOSED TITLE 5 REGULATION (CONT.)

(2) The district or cdunty agrees to provide space suitable for the test
administration, and to provide administrative support in identifying qualified
examination proctors and in accomplishing the test registration process.

(3) The district or county agrees to reimburse the Commission for all necessary
costs of a special administration that are in excess of those recovered by the
applicant test fee that is specified by Taw. :

(4) The district or county agrees not to require the credential applicant to
pay any of these excess costs.

(5) The district or county agrees to be responsib]e’for a]]'pub11c1ty on any
special administration of the CBEST. : '

1. Question - Will a school district be able to administer the CBEST themselves?

AnSwer ~ No. The Commission must protect the security of.the test; it is
~ costly and time consuming to develop a new edition of the examination if the
first should be insecure.

2. Question - What can the districts do if there are a large number of teachers
out because of say a flu epidemic?

Answer - Local district boards are encouraged to develop a pool of substitute
teachers who have passed CBEST. But in cases of emergencies where at least
25 percent or 40 of the teaching staff, whichever is the larger number, are
absent at one time, the district can request a special administration of .
CBEST by following the instructions given in Title 5 Regulation Section 80071.4.{g).

3. Question - Why can't the district or county requife the credential applicant
to pay the excess costs?

Answer - The maximum amount that Education Code Section 44252.5 stipulates
(currently $30) is already being assessed Of the individual for each test
administration. C '

4, Question - Two weeks for schedu]ing the test plus time for reporting is
too Tong in an emergency. Can't it be done faster? '

Answer - The time frame shown is a maximum. The actual time required
wtll depend on many factors and will have to be negotiated each
time an emergency arises.

PROPOSED TITLE 5 REGULATION

80071.4 (h) The Commission will gather and make available annually data on the
proportions of examinees who passed the test, grouped on the basis of the California
institution of higher education attended, and other data as the Commission may
deem appropriate. . : - -

" Question - What will be reflected by this data?

Answer - The data will list the rate of passing the CBESTvacéording to the
California college(s) attended and will be available to the general public.




PROPOSED TITLE 5 REGULATION -

80671,4 (i) There w111 ‘be no Timit on the number of times an app11cant may attempt

the test; the test fee for each attempt will be that spec1f1ed in Section 80487(a)

(5) of these regu]at1ons

|

Question - When individuals fail CBEST, can they retake it?"

Answer - Yes, it can be retaken as many times as necessary The applicant must

retake the entirve test, not just a section of it. There is no required waiting
period befbre it can be retaken. '

- 10 -




GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE CBEST .

In general terms, the objectives of the CBEST are the measurement of reading,
writing, and mathematics at a level that might reasonably be expected ot a
person holding a baccalaureate degree. =The reading test will not include
technical or highly developed protessional reading material, nor will the
mathematics test include the kinds of mathematics that would be taught in
college level mathematics courses. :

The items on the reading and mathematics test are all multiple choice, the
writing test is composed of two essay questions. The reading test will

consist of series of reading passages followed by questions about the

author's purpose, main ideas, separation of fact from opinion, and so on.

The mathematics test items will be directed to: ~(a) formulation, analysis,
and sensibility; (b) application problems; (c) mathematical analysis and
relationships; and (d) interpretation of graphs and tables, logical reasoning,
and computer literacy. Of the two writing essdys, one of the topics will ask
for a recounting of some personal experience, the other will pose a topic
requiring expository writing. ..

The passing score for this test will be based on the total score (reading

plus writing plus mathematics), so the entire test will have to be repeated

if a student fails. In addition to passing the total test, however, it will
be required that the student achieve a score on each part that is higher than
an established minimum. In other words, a very high score on the writing test

~will not offset a very low score on mathematics.

The CBEST Information Bulletin has been distributed by the California Basic
Skills Test Program to the test centers, institutions, large school districts
and the county superintendent of schools offices in California. To obtain your
copy, contact any of these offices.

For answers to questions regarding the administration of the examination refer

to this Information Bulletin. It contains not only the registration forms,

but also specific instructions for test registration, sample test questions,

the scoring procedure, and more information that will be of interest. If you

have other questions or need more information on the administration contact
California Basic Skills Examination Test Program, Box 1904, Berkeley, CA,

94701, Phone (415) 849-0950. For answers to questions concerning the use

of CBEST for credential purposes contact the Commission. For answers to

questions concerning the use of CBEST for employment purposes, contact your employing
agency, school district, or county superintendent of schools. The interpretation
of Education Code Section 44830 (Employment related to the CBEST) is the respon-
sibility of the employing agency, with the assistance of their Tegal counsel.

The following page is a reference sheet for your use. Please note that the
registration form and proper fee must reach the Berkeley office by the deadline
date. The postmark date will not be used to satisfy this. Late registration
closes only 9 days after the regular registration, which is available for an
additional $3.00 fee. Currently, there is no procedure for handling "walk-in"
applicants. - :

When minimum passing scores are determined in January, the Commission will inform
you by coded correspondence. As you can see from the 1ist of test sites, the
CBEST is given only in California but the sites are widely distributed so that

no one in the State should have to travel more than 75 miles to their test site.

- 17 -



- CBEST -

CBEST INFORMATION BULLETINS: Available at the individual test sites, . California |

celleges, universities, county super1ntendent of school offices -and 1arge school
districts. , , . '

QUESTIONS ON:

- SCORES: The score reports.are mailed approx1mate1y 4 weeks after the test ' a

Administraffon of CBEST Examinatioh Contact:

California Basic Sk11]s Exan1nat1on Test Program
Box 1904

Berkeley, California 94701

Phone (415) 849-0950

Credent1a11hg Requirement of CBEST Contaet'

. Commission for Teacher Preparat1on and L1cens1ng
P.0. Box 2670 .
Sacramento, CA 95812
Phone (916) 445- 7254 .

Emp]oyment Requ1rement of CBEST Contact

The 1nd1v1dua1 emp1oy1ng agency, 'school .districts,
or county super1ntendent of school off1ces. ‘ ‘

FEES FOR 1982-83: ~ $30. OO An add1t1ona1 $3.00 fee 13 requ1red for 1ate
registration. NOTE: "There is no separate processing fee to. be: submitted

to the Commission when us1ng th1s exam.nat1on to sat1sfy a credent1a1 requ1rement

date. Also, the minimum pass1ng score w111 be determ1ned in ear]y January, 1983.
CALENDAR FOR .1982- 83: . T

Regu1ar‘ o - Late:w_:‘

o Registration _-Registration
Test Date . . Deadline. ... . Deadline
December 18, 1982 o November 22, 1982 z'December 1, 1982

February 26, 1983. SR ‘January 31, 1983 " February 9, 1983
May 7, 1983 (afternoon)" C - CApril 17, 1983 . April 20,: 1983 '
July 16, 1983 ~June 20, 1983 ‘June 29, 1983

Your registration form must reach Berkeley by the appropriate c1051ng date "The . postmark
date is not the determining, factor Lo L

TEST SITES:

ALTURAS, Modoc H.S. HAYWARD, Cal State U.
ARCATA, Humboldt St. U. IRVINE, U. of Calif.

" SAN FRANCISCO, U. of S.F.
SAN JOSE, -San Jose, 'St. U.

BAKERSFIELD, Cal St. Col.
BARSTOW, Barstow Col.
BERKELEY, U. of Calif.
BISHOP, Bishop H.S.-

BLYTHE, Palo Verde Comm. Col,

CALEXICO, San Diego St. U.
Imperial Valley Campus

CARSON, Dominguez Hills
Cal St. U.

CHICO, Cal St. U.

DAVIS, U. of Cal.

- FRESNO, Cal St. U.
. FULLERTON, Cal St. U.

LONG BEACH, Cal St. U.

.08 ANGELES, U. of Calif.
LOS ANGELES, U. of So. Cal.
MORAGA, St. Mary's Col.
POMONA, Cal St. Poly U.
REDDING, Shasta College
RIVERSIDE, U. of Calif.
ROHNERT PARK, Sonoma St. U.
SACRAMENTO, Cal St. U.

SAN BERNARDINO, Cal St. Col.

SAN DIEGO, San Diego St. U.
SAN DIEGO, U. of San Diego
SAN FRANCISCO, S.F. St. U.

- 12 -

SAN LUIS OBSIPO, Cal Poly St. U.
SANTA BARBARA, U. of Calif.

© SANTA CLARA, U. of Santa Clara
- SANTA CRUZ, U, of Calif.

SO0, LAKE TAHOE

. Lake Tahoe Community.College
STOCKTON, U. of the Pacific
SUSANVILLE, Lassen College -
THOUSAND OAKS, Cal Lutheran Col.
TURLOCK, Cal St. Col. Stanislaug
UKIAH, Mendocinoe Col. .
YREKA, Yreka H.S.




